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" It appears to be lava and basalt, lying like steps of about 4 metres
(13 feet), in thickness along the mountain side." * The Odd I
left the island in the evening of January iyth and reached Deception
Island on the 22nd without having found many whales.
In 1919 the British Colonial Office appointed an advisory
committee to consider the preservation of the whaling industry
in the Dependencies of the Falkland Islands. This board of
advisors was ultimately succeeded, in 1923, by the Discovery Com-
mittee which in the ten years of its existence has directed and
controlled investigations of a nature and to an extent only paralleled
by the great voyage of the Challenger. Its main object has been
to make known the life history of Antarctic whales, so that if the
whaling industry is ultimately to be controlled, the control will
rest on data about which there is no dispute. The work, which
still proceeds, is threefold: (i) A marine laboratory at South
Georgia has already received and examined over 1,600 whales;
(2) the William Scoresby has marked whales, using darts which it
is hoped may be recovered and give information on whale migra-
tion; (3) the study of the whale's environment, which since 1925
has been the work, first of the Discovery > and latterly of the Dis-
covery II. The Discovery., which made Antarctic history in 1901-4
under Captain Scott, was bought from the Hudson's Bay Company
in 1924 and reconditioned, with Dr. Stanley Kemp as Director
and Commander Stenhouse as captain. Oceanographical re-
searches were carried out in 1925-7, after which she was chartered
to Sir Douglas Mawson and her place taken by the Discovery II,
a new steel ship specially designed for Antarctic research work.
The new ship went south in 1929 and for the next two years was
engaged in charting the South Shetland Islands and Graham Land.
She returned to London in 1931 and was immediately given a
second commission on which she has already made a complete
ckcumnavigation of Antarctica. The work of the Discovery Com-
mittee deserves more than a passing mention. It is true that the
leader originally disclaimed any intention of making geographical
discoveries, but there is no doubt that the ships have carried out
work of the utmost value to geographical science, and may even
have initiated a new era of Antarctic exploration and research.
1 "Fangst og Forskning," H, 434-8 ; "Scot. Geog. Mag./' Jan., 1929,
March, 1929.